
Cube All Mountain 
Flat Pedals 
£ 6 4 . 9 9

Specification  Weight: 358g • Colours: black, blue, silver, red, green 
Contact: cube.eu

race face next 35 handlebar 
 £ 1 2 9

Specification  Weight: 189g • Rise: 10 or 20mm • Width: 760mm • Sweep: 8° back/5° up • Contact: silverfish-uk.com

The generic shape of Cube’s flat pedal won’t win any awards 
for innovation, but it’s a well-proven design that runs on 
smooth, industrial-grade sealed bearings and bushings, and 
offers 10 traction studs per side. The 17mm tall alloy body is 
slightly concave, but I removed the two innermost studs to 
increase the dished-out feel. 

With stubby grip studs (rather than narrower pins), 
even sticky-soled Five Ten shoes could be moved about 
and repositioned. This is either an advantage or drawback 
depending on your preference. For a more planted position, 
thinner, sharper bottom-threading ‘Slug’ pins are available 
for an extra £5, and these will be less likely to clog with mud 
or get stuck if damaged.

There’s nothing wrong with these pedals, but you don’t 
have to look very hard to pick up the near identical Superstar 
Nano tech for less money. Better still, for something as 
crucial as this contact point, I’d recommend you spend a bit 
more for a bigger platform and bite from something like the 
excellent DMR Vault. 

Mick Kirkman

Little Brother to the Race Face SixC 
35 bar that won our Control Panel test 
in the May issue, the Next riser bar 
shares the same profile, 35mm clamp 
size and price tag. It’s also made from 
uni-directional carbon and is available 
with 10 or 20mm of rise. What sets it 
apart from the SixC 35 bar, however, is 
that, at 189g, it’s 32g lighter. The main 
reason for the weight saving is that it’s 
also 40mm narrower. 

Now you’re probably thinking, why 
not just get the SixC 35 bar and cut it 
down to 760mm? While there’s 
nothing stopping you from 
doing just that, it wouldn’t 
offer anything like the 
same weight saving. That’s 
because it’s the central 

portion of the SixC 35 bar that has 
been reinforced to handle the extra 
leverage of the full 800mm width, so 
chopping 20mm of each end would 
hardly register on the scales. 

The point being, if you 
want the great profile and 
resilience of the SixC 35 bar 
but don’t need the full-blown 
800mm width, the Next 
35 is a better 

option for trail riding. The only catch 
is that you need a stem with a 35mm 
clamp to run it. 

Alan Muldoon

Lightweight and very 
packable, this Alp-X 
waterproof it is made of 
top-notch Gore-Tex Active 
fabric, which has proved 
time and again to be one 
of the most breathable 
and waterproof fabrics 
I have used. Simple and 
uncluttered design also 
helps with breathability, 
and a clip-up dropped 
backside can be deployed 
if it is really manky. 
My only gripe is the 
removable hood — 		
it didn’t fit over my 
helmet, and that is always 
my preference.

Andy 
McCandlish

Gore Alp-X 
Waterproof  
£ 2 1 9. 9 9

Specification 
Weight: 362g • Sizes: S-XXL  
• Contact: goreapparel.co.uk

CrankBrothers 
Sterling  
Long Mini Pump 
 £ 4 4 . 9 9

Specification Weight: 179g • 100+psi / 7+bar • Five-year warranty  
• Contact: extrauk.co.uk

The Sterling Long is a dual-piston pump that can be 
switched from high volume (1-40 psi) to high pressure (40-
100psi) by simply turning a dial on the handle. The head 
also automatically adjusts for Presta and Schrader valves 
and there’s a small gauge for accurate pressure setting. 

It’s pricey for a mini-pump but it does have an all-
aluminium construction, although it has started to scuff 
up, especially where the barrels overlap. The plastic 
screen over the gauge also popped off about the fifth 
time I used it. The Sterling Long is covered by a five-year 
warranty but for something that costs £45 I’d expect 
better, especially since most mini-pumps spend their lives 
rolling around in your backpack.  

Paul Burwell
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